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Dear John 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Committee following your statement to Parliament on 
Tuesday on the intention to bring forward legislation on the information sharing 
provisions of the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act. Firstly, I am sure I can 
speak for the Committee when I welcome the commitment to publish draft guidance 
associated with the bill upon the bill’s introduction. We also welcome your 
acknowledgement of the importance of working with the Committee to ensure the bill 
on information sharing has a suitably long timetable for parliamentary scrutiny. 
 
In relation to timetabling scrutiny of this and other legislation, I am conscious that the 
timescales for the introduction of this bill, and also for the forthcoming education bill, 
have changed. I am also aware that the Minister for Early Years and Childcare 
announced last week the intention to legislate to introduce a new definition and 
criminal offence of abuse and neglect of children and that the Government would 
consult on legislation this year. Assuming this third bill will also come to the 
Education and Skills Committee, legislative scrutiny will most likely dominate our 
work programme from June onwards.  
 
Given the potential significance of the education bill, the Committee has previously 
agreed to undertake pre-legislative scrutiny, to commence as soon as the 
Government policy proposals for reform are published. It also wants to ensure that it 
has sufficient time to give all of these bills, when formally introduced, effective 
parliamentary scrutiny, including undertaking its own consultation on each. I would 
therefore like to seek an assurance from you, at this early stage, that the 
Government will take a co-ordinated approach to the introduction dates of these bills 
to ensure the Education and Skills Committee is not expected to scrutinise more 
than one piece of primary legislation at the same time. This is not to say that the 
Committee could not have a consultation out on one bill while another dominates 
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formal committee time, but it would not want to be in a position whereby it was 
actively considering two bills in committee time over the same period. 
 
I would also wish to request that the Committee be provided with a draft of the 
information sharing bill at the Government’s earliest opportunity to allow time for pre-
legislative scrutiny. In addition, any policy statement on the proposals to be 
contained in the bill, and details of any written submissions or other forms of 
consultation that generated these policy proposals, would be appreciated. This 
information will enable the Committee to test the evidence base for the terms of the 
bill. 
 
I should be grateful for a response by 15 April, 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 


